
Michael L. Barrera was named President and CEO of the

United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce on June 19, 2005, following an

extensive nationwide search.

Prior to his selection, Mr. Barrera was the National Ombudsman for the United

States Small Business Administration (SBA) having been appointed to the position

by President Bush in 2001. In his role, Mr. Barrera led the national effort on behalf

of the country's small businesses to ensure fairness in the enforcement of Federal

regulations. In addition to being National Ombudsman, Mr. Barrera also

spearheaded the Office of Capital Access, which oversees a $76 billion dollar loan

portfolio, the Office of Government Contracting/Business Development, the Office

of Entrepreneurial Development and, the SBA's highly successful Business

Matchmaking contracting program.

A native of Kansas City, Missouri, Mr. Barrera received his law degree from the

University of Texas School Of Law in 1989 and a bachelor's degree from Kansas

State University in 1982. He is former member of the Missouri Bar Association,

Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association, Texas Bar Association and Co-founder

and past President of the Kansas City Hispanic Bar Association.
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Prior to studying law, Mr. Barrera was a marketing representative and area

manager for the Miller Brewing Co. from 1982-1986 in Atlanta, GA and Corpus

Christi, TX, respectively. Mr. Barrera's small business experience includes the

management of two family-owned restaurants in the Kansas City area. Barrera's

ties to the USHCC run deep. He is the former Chairman and President of the

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City. Additionally, when the

USHCC was based in Kansas City, Barrera would volunteer time assisting his

father, Richard Barrera, a founding member of the USHCC as well as its first

convention coordinator and a former Board member.


